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April 2021

Dear RETRO Members; 

[image: ]April is Distracted Driving Awareness Month! The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reports that many people die needlessly each year due to using cell phones while driving. 
Keep your employees safe by reinforcing your company policy of no cell phone use while driving in company vehicles. 
You may also encourage employees to refrain from using their cell phones while driving in their personal vehicles.
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Description automatically generated]Distracted Driving - Roadways are unpredictable and safe driving requires your full attention. While driving with your phone in the hands-free mode is permissible in this state, it is still a distraction that can take your mind off all the actions around you. 
Remember holding your phone during a call or texting while driving is illegal in the State of Washington. Eating while driving is NOT a good practice either!

Besides injuries or loss of lives, accidents cost your business:
· time loss of employees
· increased insurance rates (vehicle and workers comp)
· company vehicle out of commission for an unknown period of time

If you have delivery drivers, you need to reinforce the dangers of cell phone use while driving. Be sure to implement policies that prohibit both hands-free and handheld devices cell phone use while driving. Remind employees to make calls before they leave the parking lot or at rest stops, but not while they are on the road!
 
For additional information on distracted driving check out:
· Distracted driving videos can be found at RS SafetyTV
· SAFEME has a Distracted Driving lesson
· RS Safety Library
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Description automatically generated] Safety Meetings - Why have safety meetings? Safety meetings and documenting them are required by L&I. Lacking safety meeting documentation makes this the third most cited item in 2020.

These meetings serve to involve employees in the safety process, engaging their eyes and brains engaged in safety. Pick a topic for discussion or a tool to learn ways to use it safely. 
Ask the group to suggest topics for future meetings. There are some great videos on RS SafetyTV as well as the RS Safety Library for safety topics. 

If you need help with specific topics, please contact me and we will use our resources to get you what you need.



Washington Retail Services want all employees to take the time to work safely!  If you have questions or would like additional assistance, please contact me.

Thinking safety for you,

Rick Means - CSMP  
Director of Safety and Education
Washington Retail Services
rmeans@waretailservices.com
360-943-9198 ext. 118
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